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Abstract Iwao Yamamoto (1924-2001), one of the leading Kampo masters in post-war Japan,
educated himself in Japanese and Chinese classics and studied Koho school and Gosei
schoola and Ikkando branch in depth. In 1989, he founded his own new school of
Kampo medicine called the Academic Society of the Third Medicine (55 = &5t
4%). He wrote a testimonial in The Basics of Chinese Medicine (H'[E52Z:H#) , acted
as editor-in-chief of A Manual for Prescribing Chinese Medicine (FEXLSf#FH), and
published his own monogram called A Miscellaneous Record of Eastern Medicine (3
[EMEd%) that shows his deep knowledge of traditional Chinese medecine. He and his
friendly rivals must have studied traditional Chinese medicine extensively soon after
it was imported to Japan and brought about the dawn of Kampo medicine. He then
furthered his studies and established his own Kampo philosophy. The distinguishing
feature of Yamamoto Kampo is to analyze patients' conditions using the etiological and
pathological methods of Western medicine and treat them with Eastern methods, or
explain Kampo theories using Western medical methods. He stresses the importance
of prescribing Kampo drugs by understanding the efficacy of crude Kampo drugs and
altered efficacy of them when they are mixed in different combinations. There is no
doubt that his wide and deep knowledge of Kampo medicine led him to establish his

own clinical Kampo applications.

key word : traditional Chinese medicine (H1[E%%), the Academic Society of the
Third Medicine (5§ =[E##%t<%), Yamamoto Kampo (ILAES),
Ikkando branch (—E %)), crude Kampo drugs (75 4:3K)
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